The growth of the world’s population has
led to a growing demand for goods and services.
Technological improvements and increasing
knowledge have resulted in the proliferation of
new factories and chemical plants which cater
for the ceaseless wants of a large population.
Wastes from production plants and households are
becoming problematic with respect to disposal.
The land is sometimes seen as the only receptacle
for wastes produced by factories and families.

_ SOLID WASTE

Pollution from disposing of garbage is a
global problem. Households generate solid wastes
which include paper, plastics, tyres, bottles, cans,
glass, old motor vehicles and appliances. These
usually are discarded on the roadside, beach
fronts and vacant plots of land.

Adiscarded old vehicle at the roadside
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Waste from oil

Radioactive waste is
generated from nuclear
power plants and the use of
nuclear weapons, Several
countries throughout the
world use nuclear reactors

A boy with lead poisoning
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exposure leads to cancer and mutation of
the genes resulting in the birth of deformed
children from parents who are so affected.

. Solid wastes such as cans, bottles,
tyres, etc., which are improperly
disposed of are unsightly and
unhygienic. They attract flies and
mosquitoes which spread diseases

i ) such as malaria, yellow fever and

L gastro-enteritis.
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A deformed calf born from a cow which
was affected by radiation

Governments must select suitable sites for
the disposal of toxic wastes. These sites must
be far from human habitation and appropriately
fortified to prevent pollution of adjacent soil
and ground water.

Legislation with severe penalties must be
passed to regulate the disposal of solid waste.

Used automotive oil, batteries, glass, paper, cans
etc., can be collected at a central location for
recycling.

Householders can be educated on ways of
reusing articles such as plastic containers
and cans.

Consumers should use shopping bags made
of biodegradable matenals instead of plastics.
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Noise pollution is any undesiraplg sound
which disturbs the peace and tranquillity of

Transportation equipment —aeroplanes, trucks,
motorcycles and trains.

°

human beings. Sound is measured in decibels 5 Public address systems.
(dB). Prolonged exposure to noise IeralsI?boxfiz:_'1 e Factories and manufacturing plants.

80 decibels damages the eardrums, resulting i e e o T e e e
deafness. radio and television.

° Explosives — firecrackers, dynamite etc.; guns
. Barking dogs

. Construction machinery — tractors, cranes and
backhoes



CONSEQUENCES

Protonged oxposure L0 noise |evels above 80
decibels causes deafness.
ise disturbs peaceful sleep resulting in

Loud no
and tiredness.

restiessness

It causes omotional disturbance and stress,

resulting in anger and anxiety.
productivity at work is hampered.

- P_hysio\ogical offects results in indigestion,
rise in blood pressure, NErVOUsNEess and

hypertension.
¥ | d
- {
no'xe?l oyt
N ngse, g
‘l f; 3 "

L}
\ GV
q \‘\ ‘ " §‘ l', Hﬁ@ et e
£t \ RN A A worker wearing earmuffs t .
‘ i . ‘. ‘;;-h&_“ :i“ff ’;9 * fI‘Om the noise Offhejacl{{zsa,‘:,,l:,ztea hlmself

o SOLUTIONS

Wearing of ea

; rplugs at co -

where jackhammers, ang Zittrt?r(\:gon ;ites
an

grinding eqUi
nstantly in
use

*  Legislation
to prohibit noi
80 decibels Ibit noise |
S in resident; evels over T :
ential areag he noise from the ene
S

unbearable yi ine of a motorcycle is
ithout a silencer |

Inset:
: Close-up of the silencer

Educati
on on the effects of noise pol|
ution

. .



N

b = & 2 o
e D'tﬁ"oaal-acaskvinequ.susint.a

Define noise pollution.

Identify the sources of noise pollution in your community.

Write a letter to the editor of a Neéwspaper convincing him/her that there should be legislation against
noise pollution.

Propose an action plan to the Minister of the Environment to reduce noise pollution.
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